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LOCAL  HEALTH  OFFICE, 
DOWNHAM  MARKET. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Downham  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decembei 
31st,  1958. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  24,430.  There  were  370  live 
births  and  214  deaths. 

Births.  The  Birth  Rate  for  both  1957  and  1958  was  17.1.  There  were  6 
stillbirths  in  1958  compared  with  1 1 in  1957. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  3 infant  deaths  in  1958  compared  with 
7 in  1957.  These  three  deaths  occurred  on  the  day  of  birth.  In  one  case 
the  infant  was  born  prematurely.  In  the  other  two  cases  the  infants  were 
abnormal  and  were  not  capable  of  sustaining  iife.  Tnfant  deaths  occurring 
within  four  weeks  of  birth  are  generally  due  to  causes  such  as  these  and 
are  distinguished  from  infant  deaths  as  a whole  by  the  term  neonatal 
deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants  between  four  weeks  and  one 
year  of  age  is  an  indication  not  so  much  of  the  strength  of  the  infant  stock 
but  of  the  care  with  which  these  infants  are  reared.  There  were  no  deaths 
in  this  age  group,  a tribute  to  the  standard  of  infant  care  in  your  area. 

Deaths  at  all  ages.  The  Death  Rate  for  1958  was  10.2  The  causes  of 
death  are  shown  in  Table  1.  You  will  notice  that  there  were  no  deaths 
from  infectious  disease.  The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
occurring  between  the  ages  of  1 and  29. 

1-4  5-9  10-14  15-19  20-24  25-29 

Male  1113  2 1 

Female  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Five  of  these  deaths  were  road  accidents,  one  was  an  accident  with  a 
tractor  and  one  was  caused  by  carbon  monoxide  poisoning.  There  were 
two  deaths  from  chronic  illness. 

Apart  from  those  mentioned  above  there  were  five  accidental  deaths 
in  people  over  29  years  of  age.  One  was  a road  accident  and  three  were 
the  result  of  falls.  Two  of  the  falls  which  led  to  death  occurred  in  the 
home  and  both  involved  elderly  women.  There  were  no  other  fatal  home 
accidents  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles:  There  were  few  cases  compared  with  1957.  It  is  the  rule  for 
this  disease  to  spread  through  the  school  population  every  two  years.  It 
is  rarely  fatal  but  may  be  accompanied  by  troublesome  complications  in 
young  children. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore  Throats.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a number 
of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  Scarlet  Fever  has  become  less 
severe  in  recent  years.  It  is  caused  by  the  same  organism  often  responsible 
for  sore  throats,  and  in  children,  for  discharges  from  the  nose  and  ears. 
Children  complaining  of  sore  throats  and  those  in  the  early  stages  of  a cold 
should  be  kept  from  school  for  a few  days.  Bed  rest  is  not  always 
necessary  but  they  should  stay  indoors  in  bad  weather  and  should  avoid 
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public  places.  Medical  advice  must  always  be  obtained  for  earache  or 
discharging  ears. 

Early  treatment  is  the  only  way  of  controlling  the  spread  of  sore  throats, 
scarlet  fever  and  colds  in  day  schools.  Contacts  of  affected  children  need 
not  be  kept  at  home.  It  is  seldom  necessary  to  close  day  schools  and 
no  such  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  One  case  was  notified.  The  patient  was  a young  serviceman. 
His  civilian  contacts  were  traced  but  no  source  of  infection  was  found. 

Food  Poisoning.  One  case  was  notified  in  June.  The  source  of  this 
infection  was  not  traced. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases.  You  will  note  that  there  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  and  only  two  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  cases 
of  poliomyelitis. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria.  Diphtheria  kills  more  than  one  in  twenty  of  those  it  attacks 
and  may  severely  disable  those  whom  it  does  not  kill.  Immunisation  is 
the  only  real  safeguard.  Every  baby  should  be  immunised  before  he  is 
a year  old.  My  records  show  that  203  primary  courses  of  injection  were 
begun  in  1958  and  since  completed.  Of  these,  29  were  given  to  children 
under  school  age.  Booster  injections  given  during  the  year  amounted  to 
138. 

The  average  number  of  births  in  your  area  during  the  last  five  years 
is  406. 

There  will  be  some  children  immunised  for  whom  1 have  no  records, 
but  I think  it  likely  that  not  enough  are  being  done.  To  illustrate  this 
point  I have  drawn  up  a table  showing  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  two  of  your  primary  schools.  These  schools  were  visited  in 
November. 


Age  of  child 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Total 

Not  needing  inoculation 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

Excluded  for  medical  reasons 

2 

1 

3 

Whose  parents  refused 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Given  primary  courses 

2 

5 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

20 

Given  booster  injections 

3 

7 

5 

8 

2 

8 

3 

36 

77 


You  will  note  that  of  77  children  examined,  no  less  than  33  had  never 
been  immunised.  The  parents  of  21  of  these  children  agreed  to  have  the 
immunisations  done  during  my  visit. 

I think  these  children  are  a representative  sample  and  that  it  can  be 
said  that  little  more  than  half  have  been  immunised  by  the  time  they 
begin  school  and  this  is  not  so  much  because  parents  are  against  it  but 
because  they  have  not  made  the  effort  to  get  it  done. 

If  all  children  were  immunised  except  those  whose  parents  opposed  it 
there  would  be  no  problem. 
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Poliomyelitis.  Inoculations  against  poliomyelitis  were  offered  to  children 
between  6 months  of  age  and  15  years.  By  31st  December  about  64  ^ of 
children  eligible  for  inoculation  had  had  2 doses. 


In  September,  arrangements  were  made  to  extend  the  scheme  to  include 
a booster  dose  to  be  given  not  less  than  seven  months  after  the  second 
injection.  Inoculations  were  also  to  be  offered  to  those  over  15  but  under 
26  years  old.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a number  of  booster  injections  had 
been  given  and  a start  made  on  the  new  age  group  of  young  adults. 


Records  of  Preventive  inoculations.  Parents  are  well  advised  to  keep  a 
book  in  which  to  record  all  inoculations  given  to  their  children.  A note 
can  be  made  at  the  same  time  when  the  next  inoculation  is  due.  Some 
family  doctors  have  supplies  of  personal  record  cards  which  have  spaces 
for  all  inoculations.  These  should  be  kept  in  a safe  place  at  home. 


Tuberculosis.  National  figures  for  notifications  and  deaths  from  this 
disease  have  been  falling  in  recent  years.  Factors  which  have  contributed 
to  this  welcome  trend  are  the  vast  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  tuber- 
culosis, the  greater  readiness  of  sick  people  to  attend  their  doctors,  the 
success  of  the  Ma^s  X-ray  service  in  early  diagnosis,  and  the  control  of 
tuberculosis  in  cattle.  Another  factor  of  importance  is  public  awareness 
that  tuberculosis  is  an  infection  and  not  a familial  disease.  Thirteen  and 
fourteen-year-olds  are  offered  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  to  protect 
them  for  the  first  years  of  their  working  life.  It  is  in  these  years,  when 
they  mix  with  a wider  circle  of  acquaintances,  that  tuberculous  infection 
is  often  acquired.  Tests  done  on  healthy  children  attending  schools 
serving  your  area  show  that  about  16%  of  thirteen-year-olds  have  already 
developed  symptomless  infections.  The  other  84%  have  still  had  no 
contact  with  the  organism  of  tuberculosis.  These  are  the  children  who 
should  be  vaccinated. 


In  most  cases  we  cannot  tell  from  which  source  any  of  the  16%  of  so- 
called  positive  reactors  have  had  their  infection.  Some  are  infected  by 
inhaling  droplets  coughed  up  by  tuberculous  people.  Infection  could  be 
acquired  in  any  public  meeting  place  or  from  a relative.  Others  are 
infected  by  drinking  milk  from  a tuberculous  cow.  Most  of  these  people 
with  symptomless  infections  develop  a degree  of  resistance  to  further 
infection  but  we  do  not  consider  symptomless  natural  infection  has  the 
advantages  conferred  by  vaccination,  for  the  former  can  break  down  in 
times  of  poor  health  while  the  vaccinated  person  has  protection  without 
the  risk  of  subsequent  breakdown. 


Until  recently,  tuberculosis  in  cows  was  very  common.  A Committee 
on  Cattle  Disease  formed  in  1934  stated  that  40%  of  cattle  in  the  country 
were  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  that  infection  from  tuberculous  milk 
caused  2,500  human  deaths  a year.  Since  those  days  the  spread  of  animal 
tuberculosis  to  man  has  been  reduced  on  the  one  hand  by  the  formation 
of  attested  herds,  and  on  the  other  by  the  heat  treatment  of  milk.  The 
attested  herd  scheme  began  in  1935.  Heat  treatment  has  been  in  use  since 
the  turn  of  the  century.  Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Area)  (No.  2)  Order,  1958,  your  area  is  included  amongst  those  in  which 
only  heat  treated  milk  may  be  sold  unless  derived  from  an  attested  herd. 
The  Order  brings  Downham  Rural  District  into  line  with  most  of  the 
country.  The  effect  of  these  measures  will  be  to  eliminate  milk-borne 
tuberculosis  in  man. 


(4) 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  work  being  done  by  my 
department.  I am  grateful  too  for  the  assistance  and  support  I have  had 
from  the  Clerk,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Members  of  the  Local  Health 
Office  staff. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  SLATTERY, 

25th  May,  1959.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

LOCAL  BYELAWS,  etc.,  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District  of  Downham 
containing  provisions  relating  to  Health. 

Operating  from 


1.  Building  Byelaws  made  by  the  Council — 12.12.53 

2.  Clean  Food  Byelaws  made  by  the  Council — 14.  8.50 

3.  Byelaws  as  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  and  Management  of 

Private  Slaughterhouses  made  by  the  Council — 1.  2.57 

4.  Byelaws  made  by  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board 
for  preventing  waste,  undue  consumption,  misuse  or  con- 
tamination of  water  supplied  by  them  and 

Regulations  to  be  read  in  conjunction  therewith — 30.  5.55 

5.  Byelaws  as  to  Good  Rule  and  Government  made  by  the 

Norfolk  County  Council — 1.  6.55 

6.  Byelaws  made  in  relation  to  the  Employment  of  Children 

by  the  Norfolk  County  Council — 1.12.49 

7.  Byelaws  as  to  Gates  across  and  adjoining  Highways — ...  29.11.34 

8.  Byelaws  relating  to  the  wearing  of  collars  by  dogs  and 

the  Norfolk  (Control  of  Dogs)  Regulations,  1925 — No  date  specified 

9.  Byelaws  and  Regulations  relating  to  Nursing  Homes 

made  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council — No  date  specified 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  — 1958 

Area  (in  acres)  124,152 

Population,  1931  (Census)  19,962 

Population,  1951  (Census)  24,508 

Estimated  Population,  1958  24,430 

Estimated  number  of  separate  Dwellings  occupied,  1958  6732 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1958  £194263 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  1958/59  £781 


Section  A 


Live  Births  — 

370  (Rate  per  1,000) 

17.1 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Downham 

England 

Administrative 

Rural 

& Wales 

County 

Legitimate 

349 

177 

172 

Illegitimate 

21 

11 

10 

370 

188 

182 

17.1 

16.4 

17.2 
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Still  Births  — 6 (Rate  per  1,000  Live  & Still  Births)  15.9 


Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Downham 

Rural 

Rate 
England 
& Wales 

Rate 

Administrative 

County 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 1 

6 

5 1 

15.9 

21.6 

18.95 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  — 376 

Deaths  (All  Causes)  - 

Total 

214 

- 214 

Male  Female 

120  94 

Rate 

Downham 

Rural 

10.2 

Rate 
England 
& Wales 

11.7 

Rate 

Administrative 

County 

9.74 

Infant  Deaths 

— 3 (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

8.1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

3 

Male  Female 

2 1 

Rate 

Downham 

Rural 

Rate 
England 
& Wales 

Rate 

Administrative 

County 

3 

2 1 

8.1 

22.5 

18.81 

Infant  Deaths  — Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Legitimate)  8.5 

Infant  Deaths  — Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  Nil 

Neo  Natal  (First  four  weeks)  — Deaths  3 Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  8.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births  — 5.7 

Maternal  Deaths  (Including  Abortion)  — Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  • — Nil 

Section  B 

1.  GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Norfolk  Executive  Council,  54,  Prince  of  Wales  Road,  Norwich. 
Clerk,  R.  J.  Cobb,  Esq. 

2.  EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  B.  EWEN,  M.D.,  D P. 11 
Croft-Holme,  117,  Chesterton  Road,  Cambridge. 

(a)  General. 

(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iv)  St.  James’  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn  (for  chronic  sick). 

(v)  The  Howdale  Home,  Downham  Market. 

(b)  Maternity. 

(i)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit) 

(ii)  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(iii)  Bowthorpe  Maternity  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(c)  Infectious. 

(i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

(ii)  Isolation  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(iii)  Isolation  Hospital,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 
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(d)  Sanatoria. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  Mental. 

(i)  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iii)  Heckingham  Sanatorium,  Norwich. 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead,  Norwich. 

3.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  District  Nurses  (showing  Parishes  and  Villages  served)  : — 

Nurse  Gerrard,  Munson’s  Place,  Feltwell,  Thetford. 

(Feltwell,  Hockwold) . 

Nurse  Hunns,  Stoke  Ferry  Rd.,  Methwold,  Thetford.  (Methwold) . 

Nurse  Smith,  Nurse’s  Cottage,  Stow,  King's  Lynn. 

(Wimbotsham,  Stow,  Wormegay,  South  Runcton,  Stone  Cross 
Estate) . 

Nurse  O’Leary,  Nurse’s  Home,  Nordelph. 

(Downham  West,  Nordelph). 

Nurse  Harris,  Nurse’s  House,  Buckenham  Drive,  Stoke  Ferry. 
(Northwold,  Stoke  Ferry,  Whittington) . 

Nurse  Fitt-Savage,  6,  Queen’s  Place,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans. 
(Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans, 
Wiggenhall  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Watlington,  Tottenhill). 

Nurse  Anderson,  Stow  Rectory. 

(Marham,  Shouldham,  Shouldham  Thorpe,  Stradsett,  Fincham, 
Barton  Bendish). 

(Temporary)  Nurse  Horton,  The  Cottage,  Sluice  Road,  Denver. 
(Denver,  Ryston,  Fordham,  Hilgay,  Southery) . 

Nurse  Williams,  2,  Queen’s  Close,  Wereham. 

(Criinplesham,  West  Dereham,  Wereham,  Boughton,  Wretton). 

Nurse  Armitage,  62,  Station  Road,  Middleton.  (Setch). 

(b)  Maternity. 

Beds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board  Establishments. 


4.  AMBULANCE  AND  HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE. 

This  is  a County  Council  function  and  is  controlled  by  the  Joint 
Ambulance  Committee. 

The  Downham  Rural  Area  is  jointly  served  by  the  Downham 
Market,  King’s  Lynn  and  Thetford  Ambulances.  Infectious  Disease 
cases  are  conveyed  by  East  Dereham  and  King’s  Lynn  Infectious 
Disease  Ambulances. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  administered  from  the  Local  Health 
Office,  The  Howdale,  Downham  Market. 

5.  RED  CROSS  AND  ST.  JOHN  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

(a)  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans — Mrs.  Richer. 

(b)  Watlington — Mrs.  Thomas. 

(c)  Marham — Mrs.  F.  Brown. 

(d)  Downham  Market — Mrs.  I.  Burbeck. 
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6.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


(a)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(i)  Downham  Market. 

(ii)  Wimbotsham. 

(iii)  Feltwell. 

The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  at  the  above 
Sessions. 

In  addition,  Village  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  monthly  at  the 
following  villages — Methwold,  Hockwold,  Hilgay,  Northwold,  Should- 
ham,  Southery,  Stoke  Ferry,  Watlington,  Welney,  West  Dereham, 
Magdalen,  Wormegay,  St.  Germans,  Nordelph  and  Marham. 

(b)  School  Dental  Clinic. 

There  is  at  present  no  School  Dentist  serving  this  area. 

(c)  Home  Help  Service. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  doing  excellent  work  and  Home 
Helps  are  at  present  available  for  the  following  parishes  and  villages — 
Barton  Bendish,  Feltwell,  Hockwold,  Northwold,  Stoke  Ferry,  Were- 
ham,  West  Dereham,  Stow  Bridge,  Watlington,  Magdalen,  St. 
Germans,  Methwold,  Denver,  Ten  Mile  Bank,  Southery,  Hilgay, 
Fincham,  Setch,  Tottenhill,  Wimbotsham,  Runcton  Holme  and 
Bexwell. 

7.  VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINIC. 

West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays — 5.30  p.m. 

Females  and  Children:  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays — 3 p.m. 

8.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Staff. 

9.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  I.  M.  Dowsett. 

(b)  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Eric  Wood,  Ph.D.,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C. 

Clarence  House,  6,  Clarence  Road,  Norwich. 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 
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Section  C 


Table  No.  1 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1958 

Causes  of  Death 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

3 Syphilitic  diseases  

4 Diphtheria  

5 Whooping  Cough  

6 Meningococcal  infections 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  

S Measles  


9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — 1 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  4 1 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 1 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  — 1 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  — - 2 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  14  11 

15  Leukaemia  — — 

16  Diabetes  1 — 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  13  18 

18  Coronorary  disease,  angina  17  4 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 2 

20  Other  heart  diseases  18  14 

21  Other  circulatory  diseases  6 10 

22  Influenza 1 — 

23  Pneumonia  5 3 

24  Bronchitis  5 4 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  ...  — 1 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea — 1 

28  Nephritis,  Nephrosis  1 1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — — 

31  Congenital  malformations  2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  11  16 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  6 

34  All  other  accidents  4 2 

35  Suicide  3 1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — 

All  causes  120  94 


1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

25 

1 


31 

21 

5 


32 

16 

1 

8 

9 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

27 

6 

6 

4 


214 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  CHILDREN  Table  No.  2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR— 1958 


Age  in  weeks 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5-52 

Total 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  early  infancy : 

(a)  Congenital  abnormality  ... 



— 



(b)  Premature  birth  

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Injury  at  birth  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Atelectasis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Others  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  

— 

.. 

- 



4 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . . 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

... 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Infectious  Disease  

— 

— 





— 

— 

8 

Syphilis  

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

9 

Overlaying  

— 

— 



— 

— 

10 

Violence  

— 

— 





— 

— - 

11 

All  other  causes  

— 

1 

. 

— 

— - 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

3 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — 1958  Table  No.  3 

Notification  in  Age  Groups — 

AGES 


DISEASE 

V 

T) 

C 

I 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

! io 

1 

15 

1 20 

35 

45 

66  £ 
in 

O 

o 

■— 1 

Measles 

2 

O 

7 

5 

3 

8 

3 

2 

o 

o 

o 

o 

30 

Whooping  C. 

o 

I 

I 

T 

i 

4 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

() 

8 

Pneumonia 

2 

o 

I 

O 

i 

4 

I 

2 

4 

I 

8 

3 

27 

Inf.  Jaundice 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

O 

2 

o 

I 

I 

*7 

4 

o 

3 

o 

o 

< > 

28 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Erysipelas  .. 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

I 

2 

Non-Para 

Polio 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Paralytic 

Polio 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Dysentery  ... 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Food 

Poisoning 

O 

o 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

Diptheria  ... 

o 

O 

O I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

O 

o 

o 

I 

TOTALS 

4 

3 

9 ' 

7 

7 

33 

8 

5 

8 

9 

4 

9a 

(10) 


Removed 
to  Hospital 


Table  No.  4 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — 1958 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DISEASE 

Jan 

Feb 

Ma 

Apr 

May 

Jim 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 

Measles 

7 

2 

o 

o 

6 

9 

I 

3 

2 

o 

o 

o 

3° 

Whooping  C. 

o 

< l 

4 

o 

i 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

i 

8 

Pneumonia 

8 

o 

5 

t 

3 

o 

I 

I 

o 

o 

3 

3 

27 

Infec.  Jaundice 

o 

o 

o 

o 

i 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

o 

o 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

5 

i7 

4 

28 

Ophtholmia 

Neonatorum 

C) 

() 

< I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Erysipelas 

o 

o 

i 

o 

I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2 

Non-Para  Polio 

C) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

C) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

Paralvtir  Polio 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Dysentery 

o 

o 

o 

< > 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Fooo  Poisoning 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

Diptheria 

<> 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1 

0 

Totals 

'5 

4 

IO 

4 

12 

to 

2 

6 

2 

5 

20 

8 

98 

Table  No.  5 

NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  — 1958 


NEW  CASES  \ DEATHS 


AGE  IN 
YEARS 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respir. 

Respiratory 

Non.  Respir. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

M a 1 e 

Female 

Male 

Female 

I 

O 

0 

0 

— 5 

0 

O 

O 

— »5 

0 

0 

0 

-25 

0 

1 

0 

—35 

1 

O 

O 

-45 

r 

O 

1 

—55 

O 

0 

0 

— 85 

0 

0 

1 

65  & over 

O 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

2 

Section  D 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  work  of  the  Health  Department 
during  1958,  which  generally  was  a year  of  steady  progress  in  most  spheres. 

100%  inspection  of  meat  was  maintained,  and  the  proposed  purchase  of 
a tractor  with  loader  and  dozer  equipment  will,  I am  certain,  make  Public 
Cleansing  in  the  District  a great  deal  more  efficient. 

The  Southery  sewerage  scheme  has  regrettably  not  been  commenced,  and 
of  course,  the  need  for  main  sewerage  schemes  becomes  more  urgent  each 
year. 

I appreciate  the  assistance  and  co-operation  given  by  Members  and  all 
Officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  am  indebted  to  my  colleagues 
the  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  for  information  relating  to  Housing 
and  Sewerage. 

Summary  of  Visits. 


Water  Supply  41 

Drainage  and  Sanitation  543 

Moveable  Dwellings  88 

Factories  32 

Bakehouses  24 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  295 

Rodent  Control  6 

Petroleum  Ill 

Salvage  8 

Housing  1001 

Meat  Inspection  795 

Food  Premises  194 

Licensed  Premises  16 

Milk  and  Dairies  33 

Infectious  Disease  8 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  298 


Total : 3493 


Figures  for  previous  years  1957  3130 

1956  3408 

1955  3502 


COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

187  complaints  were  entered  in  the  Register,  investigated  and  dealt  with 

The  complaints  were  mainly  of  unsatisfactory  drainage,  housing  defects 
and  smells  from  accumulations  of  refuse,  manure  and  the  keeping  of 
animals. 

In  addition,  verbal  notice  was  sufficient  in  numerous  cases  to  bring 
about  the  improvements  required,  or  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 

The  number  of  written  Notices,  other  than  Housing  Act  Notices,  served 
during  the  year  was  44,  classified  as  follows: — 


I 


Informal 
( Letters) 

Housing  Repairs 

6 

Drainage 

16 

Food  Premises 

IO 

Dirty  Conditions 

3 

Water  Supply 

i 

Miscellaneous 

6 

Totals 

42 

Statutory 

Complied 

with 

Complied 
with  Notices 
serveed  durinp 
1957 

1 

3 

8 

— 

5 

7 

i 

4 

1 1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

I 

3 

— 

2 

I 

2 

17 

30 

In  addition,  verbal  notice  was  sufficient  in  numerous  cases  to  bring 
about  the  improvements  required,  or  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

(a)  General. 

194  visits  were  made  to  a variety  of  Food  Premises  during  the  year,  and 
further  progress  was  made  in  securing  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  It  was  not  possible  to  inspect  as  many  licensed  houses  as 
was  hoped,  owing  to  the  demands  of  other  work.  The  policy  of  the 
Brewery  Companies  is  to  close  down  the  less  successful  houses  when  faced 
with  expensive  improvements. 

An  effort  is  made  in  all  cases  to  explain  clean  food  handling  proceduret 
during  routine  inspection.  It  is  frequently  observed  that  equipment  is 
not  used  correctly,  i.e.,  a fixed  washbasin  intended  for  personal  ablutions 
only  was  being  used  as  a receptacle  for  celery  in  one  shop.  Smoking 
whilst  handling  open  food  is  prohibited  by  the  Regulations,  and  it  may 
be  necessary  to  take  formal  action  to  counteract  the  practice,  which 
still  seems  prevalent  in  the  District  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  food 
traders  were  sent  a copy  of  the  Regulations. 

The  Council  took  strong  preliminary  action  against  the  proprietor  of 
a fish  and  chip  shop  in  respect  of  his  failure  to  keep  his  premises  clean, 
but  work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  at  the  last  moment,  and  a com- 
plaint to  the  Justices  was  not  made.  It  is  important  that  any  further 
failure  to  keep  clean  conditions  in  a case  such  as  this  is  summarily  dealt 
with. 

A butcher  was  prosecuted  under  Section  108  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  for  non-compliance  with  Sections  15,  16,  19  and  23  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  and  fines  of  £2/5/-  including  costs,  on  each  of  four 
charges  were  imposed,  with  a further  fine  of  £3  for  each  day  after  con- 
viction on  which  the  work  was  not  being  carried  out.  The  work  was 
commenced  at  once,  but  completion  was  very  protracted,  and  a smaller 
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daily  penalty  until  the  work  had  been  completed  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  more  effective. 

Four  poultry  packing  premises  were  operating  in  the  District  in  addition 
to  a seasonal  trade  by  most  of  the  butchers  operating  slaughterhouses. 
One  large  plant  at  Wretton  was  extensively  modernised  during  the  year 
and  equipped  to  deal  with  400  birds  per  hour,  mainly  broilers.  At  one 
period,  10,000  birds  per  week  were  being  processed,  but  the  figure  later 
dropped  to  between  7,000  and  8,000,  due  mainly  to  a foul  pest  outbreak, 
birds  were  bled,  but  no  evisceration  was  carried  out,  although  plans  for 
additional  facilities  to  provide  for  this  were  in  hand.  Plans  were  also 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  a small  new  packing  station  at  Stoke  Ferry. 

All  poultry  packing  premises  are  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
but  in  view  of  the  rapidly  expanding  table  poultry  trade,  it  is  considered 
that  licensing  is  required  in  the  same  way  as  slaughterhouses  to  ensure 
adequate  hygienic  control,  and  there  should  be  a definite  system  of 
inspection  to  see  that  diseased  or  unsatisfactory  birds  are  rejected. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspectors  can  only  pay  occasional  visits  to  such 
premises,  and  since  there  is  not  yet  100%  inspection  of  red  meat  in  some 
districts,  there  is  clearly  a difficult  situation  at  present. 

It  is  considered  that  the  Packers  should  be  obliged  to  send  one  or  more 
employees  on  an  approved  course  of  training  in  poultry  inspection,  and 
that  he  should  act  at  all  times  in  that  capacity  during  production  periods 
particularly  at  premises  where  evisceration  is  carried  out. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District: — 

4 Fishmongers  (selling  wet  fish) 

12  Fish  Friers  (including  3 mobile  units) 

9 Bakehouses 
22  Butchers  Shops 
9 Licensed  Slaughterhouses 
4 Poultry  Packing  Premises 
3 Cafes 

92  Licensed  Houses 
2 Greengrocers 
124  General  Food  Shops 
8 Mobile  Food  Shops  operating 

The  County  Council  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  make  spot 
check  food  inspections  at  schools  in  the  area  during  the  year.  Where 
necessary  and  practicable,  recommendations  were  made  to  implement  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

(b)  Ice-Cream. 

8 new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  and  one  person  ceased 
to  sell.  At  31st  December,  1958,  70  premises  were  selling  ice-cream,  all  of 
it  being  pre-packed  and  prepared  by  the  large  companies.  No  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  is  carried  on  in  the  District. 

6 samples  were  taken  from  3 sources  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  All  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

(c)  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection. 

There  were  nine  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  District  at  31st 
December,  situated  as  follows : — 
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Marham  1,  Stoke  Ferry  2,  Methwold  1,  Hilgay  1,  Watlington  1,  Stow 
Bridge  1,  Magdalen  1,  Feltwell  1. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  34  premises  were  registered  prior  to  the 
war. 

No  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  slaughterhouses  at  Watlington, 
Magdalen  and  Hilgay  during  the  year,  and  the  pattern  of  slaughtering 
remained  constant  at  the  other  6 premises,  being  confined  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  individual  butchers.  Your  Officers  were  able  to  maintain 
100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered,  although  ante-mortem 
inspection  of  animals  and  presence  at  the  time  of  slaughter  was  not 
possible.  Hygienic  conditions  maintained  were  fairly  satisfactory,  although 
inedible  offal  and  manure  bins  required  more  frequent  cleansing,  as  did 
protective  clothing  worn  under  operating  conditions.  There  is  also  a 
tendency  to  leave  uncleansed  tripes  hanging  next  to  edible  offal  in  the 
slaughterhouse  overnight,  and  for  offal  to  be  hung  in  a hapazard  manner 
so  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  identify  it  with  a particular  carcase. 

There  is  a pleasing  co-operation  from  Butchers  in  the  matter  of  Meat 
Inspection  generally,  however.  There  were  no  complaints  from  the  public 
arising  out  of  the  use  of  any  of  the  slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1958. 
New  Standards  of  Construction  for  hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  cruelty 
to  animals  were  to  be  embodied  in  Regulations.  Authorities  would  have  at 
least  9 months  after  the  making  of  the  Regulations  in  which  to  submit 
a special  report  to  the  Minister,  and  would  be  able  to  recommend  a date 
on  which  they  should  come  into  force  in  the  District. 

Other  provisions  of  the  Act  modify  powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  license 
new  slaughterhouses  and  close  private  slaughterhouses  because  of  the 
provision  of  public  slaughterhouses. 

(d)  Slaughtermen. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  District  at  31st  December, 
1958,  was  34. 

(e)  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
during  the  year. 

* Two  carcases  cut  into  retail  joints  and  examined. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  the  year  compared  with  1957.  In  the  case  of  cattle  this 
is  undoubtedly  due  to  smaller  and  younger  animals  being  killed  as  the 
result  of  the  public  demand  for  leaner  meat. 

Tuberculosis  continues  to  be  less  prevalent,  only  half  the  percentage 
of  cattle  being  affected  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  disease  only 
necessitated  the  condemnation  of  offal  or  part  carcases.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  Government  policy  of  Tuberculosis  eradication  is  producing  the 
desired  results,  and  it  can  be  foreseen  that,  in  the  near  future,  Tuberculosis 
will  be  one  of  the  diseases  found  only  on  very  rare  occasions  during  the 
inspection  of  meat. 

The  percentage  of  animals  affected  with  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  C.  Bovis  is  on  a par  with  previous  years  and  is  chiefly  confined  to 
conditions  affecting  the  livers  of  cattle  in  this  area,  as  only  young  bullocks 
or  heifers  are  purchased  by  the  butchers. 
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Only  live  cases  of  C.  Bovis  were  found,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  report  a decrease  of  50%.  In  three  of  the  cases  the  offal  and  carcases 
were  subjected  to  refrigeration  after  condemnation  of  the  affected  parts. 
As  only  one  completely  degenerated  cyst  was  found  in  each  of  the  other 
two  carcases  after  they  had  been  cut  up  into  retail  points  and  minutely 
examined,  refrigeration  was  not  considered  necessary. 


(f)  Condemned  Meat. 

Beasts. 

Carcase  meat 
Head  and  offal 

Pigs. 

Carcase  meat 
Mead  anil  offal 

Sheep. 

Carcase  meat 
Offal 


lbs. 

154 

1569 

365 

772 

68 

14 


Total  2942  lbs. 
or  1 ton  6 1 cwts.  approx 

(g)  Registration  of  Premises  lor  the  Preparation  of  Sausages,  etc. 

16  butchers'  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  con- 
ditions of  manufacture  were  very  satisfactory. 

(h)  Food  Contamination. 

2 complaints  of  glass  in  milk  bottles  were  received  during  the  year, 
and  from  national  reports  it  does  seem  1 hat  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies 
in  food  is  very  common.  There  may  be  a tendency  to  put  too  much  trust 
in  packing  machinery,  and  the  importance  of  maintaining  adequate  and 
frequently  rested  inspection  personnel  at  food  processing  factories  is 
stressed. 


The  legal  provisions  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958,  also  appear 
to  require  some  amendment  to  enable  Authorities  to  deal  adequately 
with  foreign  body  contamination  of  food. 

(i)  Milk  and  Dairies. 

At  the  31st  December,  1958,  7 dairies  and  27  distributors  were  registered 
by  the  Council. 

With  regard  to  designated  milk  the  following  “ Dealers”  Licences  were 
issued  : — 

15  ‘‘Tuberculin  Tested,”  15  “Pasteurised,”  1 “Sterilised." 

In  addition  the  following  “ Supplementary  Dealers"  Licences  were  issued 
to  persons  trading  outside  the  district : — 

12  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  12  “Pasteurised,”  7 "Sterilised.” 

From  1st  October,  the  District  became  part  of  a "Specified  Area,”  in 
which  only  designated  milk  can  be  sold. 

During  1958,  forty-eight  samples  from  thirty  herds  were  taken  by  the 
County  Council’s  staff  and  biologically  examined  for  tuberculosis  with 
negative  results  No  samples  were  examined  for  brucella  abortus,  in 
common  with  other  districts  in  the  County,  the  number  of  non-  esigna  ec 
herds  continues  to  decrease  as  producers  turn  over  to  tuberculin  testeo 
production  or  cease  milk  production  altogether. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  is  only  one  licensed  Knacker  Yard  in  the  distiicl.  at  High  Street, 
Fincham,  and  conditions  during  the  year  were  satisfactory.  Only  a small 
business  is  carried  on. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

5 site  licences  for  trailer  caravans  were  issued  during  the  year,  the 
locations  being  at  Werehani,  Shouldham,  Feltwell,  Marham  and  Methwold 
Ilythe. 

17  licences  were  in  force  throughout  the  year  in  respect  of  individual 
caravans.  Sanitary  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Work  was  well  advanced  towards  the  establishment  of  a large  caravan 
site  at  Feltwell  to  take  35  vans. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Housing  Acts  and  Council  Housing. 

62  bungalows  and  4 houses,  mainly  for  slum  clea  ance  needs,  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year. 

The  Council  decided  that  4 bungalows  and  2 houses  should  be  built  at 
Watlington  to  allow  for  further  slum  clearance  action  in  the  Magdalen, 
Stow  Bridge  and  Watlington  District,  and  also  that  2 bungalows  at  Hilgay 
and  6 at  Ten  Mile  Bank  should  be  built  in  view  of  the  high  number  of 
unlit  houses  in  that  Parish. 

The  Parishes  of  Methwold,  Northwold,  Stoke  Ferry  and  Wiggenhall  St. 
Germans  were  selected  for  future  slum  clearance  action,  whilst  another 
6 dwellings  were  to  be  erected  at  Fincham  and  Crimplesham  to  accom- 
modate tenants  from  the  Council’s  unfit  dwellings  on  the  Stone  Cross 
Estate.  The  Parish  of  Denver  was  selected  for  the  rehousing  of  other 
families  from  Stone  Cross. 

The  rehousing  of  many  of  the  tenants  from  unfit  houses  on  the  river 
banks  at  Stow  Bridge  and  Magdalen  has  been  most  gratifying  to  your 
Officers.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  adequately  describe  the  apalling 
conditions  existing  in  the  majority  of  these  houses  in  the  monthly  report, 
as  the  main  facts  must  relate  concisely  to  the  conditions  of  unfitness 
mentioned  in  the  Act.  Most  of  the  tenants  have  been  conditioned  to  years 
of  “ making  do”  without  reasonable  amenities,  and  falling  plaster,  damp- 
ness, darkness,  ruined  linoleum  and  wallpaper,  baths  and  pails  on  bedroom 
floors  to  collect  rain  water,  long  walks  for  drinking  water,  to  dispose  of 
slops  and  to  use  the  lop-sided  and  unsightly  corrugated-iron  structures 
passing  as  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  accepted  with  a remarkable 
degree  of  tolerance.  Most  of  these  tenants  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
cheerful  and  clean  appearance  they  have  given  to  the  interior  of  their 
houses  right  up  to  the  “day  of  reckoning,”  and  a look  at  some  of  these 
houses  shorn  of  their  apparel  before  they  are  demolished  is  most  revealing. 
Even  so,  some  of  the  old  folk  who  have  lived  40  or  50  years  in  some  of 
these  dwellings  are  still  somewhat  reluctant  to  part  company. 

The  work  of  slum  clearance  went  ahead  at  about  the  same  pace  as  in 
the  previous  year,  and  a table  is  set  out  showing  the  result  of  action 
taken.  The  Council’s  policy  is  to  proceed  where  possible  against  any  unfit 
and  irrepairable  house  becoming  vacant. 

46  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  unfit  dwellings,  including 
1 from  Stone  Cross  Estate. 
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In  rehousing  matters  so  lar,  it  is  considered  that  Ihe  Council  has  been 
relatively  successful  in  avoiding  the  element  of  compulsion  which  is  so 
distasteful  to  the  British  people. 


14  pre-war  Council  Houses  at  Coronation  Avenue,  Nordelph,  were  com- 
pletely modernised  during  the  year,  and  similar  work  was  authorised  for 
110  houses  at  Southery,  North  wold  and  St.  Germans.  Repairs  were  also 
completed  at  four  cottages  purchased  by  the  Counci1  at  YVretton  Road, 
Stoke  Ferry. 


Improvement  Grants  made  during  the  year  totalled  28  covering  83 
dwellings,  the  sum  inovlved  being  £8,436.  Shou’dham  Green  is  an  inter- 
esting example  of  improvement  to  a village  centre  by  Housing  Act  enforce- 
ment action,  the  application  of  improvement  grants  and  private  enterprise 
repair  work. 


(b)  Rent  Act,  1957. 


Compared  with  some  Districts,  applications  foi  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
have  been  very  small  indeed,  and  it  must  again  be  slated  that  very  little 
improvement  to  house  property  is  likely  as  a result  of  the  Act  in  the 
Council's  area.  7 Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  granted  by  the  Council,  no 
applications  being  refused.  2 undertakings  to  repair  by  Owners  were 
accepted,  and  2 certilicates  were  eventually  cancelled  on  completion  of 
lepairs. 


(c)  Temporary  Hutments — Stone  Cross  Ertate. 


At  31st  December,  68  hutments  remained  in  occupation.  The  hutments 
are  being  closed  or  demolished  when  vacated,  although  your  Housing 
Manager  is  authorised  to  utilise  the  best  accommodation  by  suitable 
transfers. 


(d)  Waiting  List. 


On  8th  October,  1958,  following  the  annual  revision  of  the  waiting  lists, 
there  were  363  separate  applications  for  accommodalion,  against  331  in 
1957,  314  in  1956  and  301  in  1955.  Many  of  these  applicants  occupied 
unfit  and  irrepairable  houses,  but  the  practice  of  providing  letting  Com- 
mittees with  a separate  list  of  the  occupants  of  similar  houses  where  no 
application  had  been  made,  was  continued. 


Feltwell,  Magdalen,  Methwold,  Wimbotsham,  Wereham  and  Denver  had 
the  most  applications. 


One  patient  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  was  rehoused  during  the  year. 
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(e)  Summary  of  Council  Dwellings  at  31st  December. 


Traditional  Houses 

(a)  Pre-war  420 

(b)  Post-war  704 

^re-fabricated  Permanent  Houses 

^Aireys  and  Swedish)  76 

Stone  Cross  Temporary  Hutments  68 

Flats  6 

Other  Properties 

Downham  Market  7 

Stoke  Ferry  4 

Northwold  (2  unoccupied)  4 

Nordelph  2 


Total  1,293 


(f)  Private  Enterprise  Housing. 

There  were  33  permanent  dwellings  completed  during  the  year,  whilst 
32  were  under  construction.  The  figures  for  1957  were  34  and  19 
respectively. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  Planning  Policy,  temporary  pre- 
fabricated dwellings  are  no  longer  permitted  as  a general  rule,  although 
with  an  outside  “ skin”  of  tile  and  brickwork,  they  qualify  as  permanent 
dwellings,  and  several  were  erected  in  such  a form. 
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HOUSING  ACT  ACTION-lst  January  to  31st  December, 
1958 


Barton  Bendish 

Boughton  

Crimplesham  . . . 

Denver  

Dereham  West 
Downham  West  inc. 

Salter’s  Lode  — 

Feltwell  — 

Fincham  — 

Fordham  — 

Itilgay  inc. 

Ten  Mile  Bank  1 

Hockwold  — 

Marham  5 

Methwold  — 

Nordelph  — 

Northwold  — 

Runcton  Holme  — 

Ryston  inc.  Stone  Cross  . — 


Shouldham  — 

Shouldham  Thorpe  — 

Southery  1 

Stoke  Ferry  — 

Stow  Bardolph  9 

Stradsett  — 

Tottenhill  2 

Watlington  — 

Welney  — 

Wereham  8 

Wiggenhall  St. 

Germans  — 

Wiggenhall  St.  Mary 

Magdalen  9 


Wiggenhall  St.  Mary 

the  Virgin  

Wimbotsham  

Wo  r me  gay  

Wretton  
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

House  refuse  was  collected  fortnightly  throughout  the  District  from  the 
“ kerbside”  by  four,  and  occasionally  five  men,  utilising  two  12  cubic  yard 
i ear-loading  vehicles.  Both  vehicles  are  hand-operated  moving  floor  types, 
one  having  a petrol  and  the  other  a diesel  power  unit. 

Some  isolated  properties  received  a less  frequent  service,  and  bins  were 
collected  from  the  rear  of  premises  occupied  by  old  or  disabled  persons. 
Paper  was  collected  separately  and  placed  in  a separate  compartment  at 
the  front  of  the  vehicle. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  about  the  service, 
but  the  use  of  a wide  variety  of  open  and  battered  containers  without  lids 
to  store  refuse  is  to  be  deplored. 

\ campaign  to  encourage  the  use  of  proper  containers  was  pursued  in 
the  Parish  of  Feltwell  for  three  weeks  in  the  Spring.  A shop  window 
display  was  arranged,  and  leaflets  were  distributed  by  the  refuse  collection 
sf  IT.  Talks  were  given  by  your  Officers  to  the  Parish  Council  and  the 
Women’s  Institute.  A small  increase  in  the  number  of  proper  containers 
was  observed  in  the  months  following.  Further  village  campaigns  will 
be  undertaken  as  time  allows. 

At  the  request  of  the  King’s  Lynn  Corporation,  a refuse  collection 
service  for  19  properties  just  over  the  Council’s  boundary  at  Saddlebow 
was  commenced  during  the  year,  a charge  of  £20  per  annum  being  made. 

Disposal  of  refuse  took  place  at  tips  at  Magdalen,  Shouldham,  Wereham, 
Fincham,  Whittington  and  Feltwell.  Sanitary  conditions  on  the  tips  were 
very  unsatisfactory  for  some  months  of  the  3^ear  owing  to  lack  of,  or 
ineffective  hand  labour  and  the  fact  that  the  contract  mechanical  plant 
was  not  suited  to  the  conditions  appertaining  in  the  area  from  an  economic 
point  of  view.  Continuous  sanitary  control  is  required  to  dispose  of  refuse 
satisfactorily. 

The  Council  considered  the  matter  very  thoroughly,  and  eventually 
decided  to  purchase  a diesel  tractor  with  front  loader  and  dozer  equipment, 
and  to  employ  an  experienced  operator.  The  success  of  this  arrangement 
is  confidently  predicted. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  an  old  disused  drain  at  Ten  Mile 
Bank  and  a portion  of  a disused  gravel  pit  at  Stow  Bridge  for  refuse 
disposal  continued  during  the  year.  Planning  permission  was  received  in 
both  instances,  but  owing  to  a rise  in  the  depth  of  water  at  the  Stow  Pit, 
tipping  of  refuse  may  become  inadvisable  if  other  arrangements  can  be 
made. 

Soil  cover  for  tips  was  again  obtained  from  the  Stow  Bardolph  and 
Wereham  Gravel  Companies  at  a cost  of  2/6d.  per  cubic  vard  loaded,  and 
also  from  other  sources  without  charge. 

(b)  Litter. 

The  Litter  Act,  1958,  came  into  operation  on  7th  August,  and  gave  wide 
powers  to  Local  Authorities,  the  Police  and  even  private  individuals  to 
prosecute  persons  dropping  litter  in  an  open  air  public  place. 

The  Policy  of  the  Council  generally  is  to  supply  litter  baskets  on  request 
by  Parish  Councils,  and  many  Parishes  are  now  adequately  served 
Posters  are  displayed  throughout  the  District  in  the  Summer,  but  it  can 
be  said  that  there  is  not  a big  problem  in  this  area  at  present.  The 
baskets  are  emptied  periodically  by  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  staff. 
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(c)  Salvage  of  Waste  Paper. 

2l£  tons  were  sent  to  the  Mills  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1959 
and  a surplus  of  £100  approximately  resulted.  Apart  from  newsprint, 
all  restrictions  on  the  amount  of  paper  which  the  Mills  would  accept  were 
removed  later  in  the  year,  though  the  prices  paid  were  reduced. 

Waste  paper  is  still  baled  by  the  Council’s  employees  in  their  own  time 
at  specific  rates  per  bale. 

ft  is  very  advantageous  to  dispose  of  waste  paper  in  this  way,  as  apart 
from  the  small  surplus  realised,  the  paper  liable  to  blow  about  on  the 
refuse  tips  is  reduced.  The  amount  of  paper  supplied  to  the  Mills 
nationally  about  balances  consumption  at  the  present  time. 

(d)  Pail  Emptying. 

Pail  closets  were  emptied  once  weekly  during  the  daytime  in  the  Parishes 
of  Hilgay,  Denver,  Downham  West,  Fincham  and  Feltwell,  21,  days  per 
week  being  spent  on  this  work.  The  cost  of  the  work,  which  is  carried  out 
by  the  cesspool  emptier  with  special  attachment,  was  met  by  a Parish 
Special  Rate.  Occasional  complaints  were  received  about  the  work  being 
done  in  the  daytime,  and  also  of  the  smell  when  loading  was  done  :'n 
proximity  to  food  shops,  etc.  Every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  complaint, 
but  some  nuisance  cannot  be  avoided. 

One  of  the  main  disadvantages  of  pail  and  vault  closets,  apart  from 
smell,  is  that  the  seating  arrangements  very  seldom  are  flyproof,  with  the 
consequent  danger  of  spread  of  alimentary  infections. 

Disposal  of  the  pail  contents  without  danger  to  health  or  nuisance 
presented  the  usual  difficulties.  Straw  composting  and  disposal  on  arable 
land  at  farms  was  employed.  An  improvement  in  the  situation  should 
esult  when  the  tractor  and  equipment  is  available. 

(e)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

418  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year  by  the  Council’s  vehicle, 
and  in  addition  a private  contractor  was  employed  at  a charge  of  £12/10/- 
per  day  to  empty  a further  53  cesspools.  The  Council’s  Sewage  plants  were 
also  de-sludged  on  52  occasions,  and  much  time  is  devoted  to  this  essential 
work.  Systematic  de-sludging  every  three  or  four  months  is  essential. 
The  Council’s  machine  was  off  the  road  for  one  month  for  repairs  after  an 
accident,  overtime  work  was  cut  down,  and  more  time  was  given  for 
maintenance.  The  vehicle  is  staffed  bv  driver  and  mate. 

The  demand  for  cesspool  emptying  is  increasing  tremendously  due  to 
increased  water  consumption  brought  about  by  sanitary  improvements. 
Much  work  which  the  Council  cannot  undertake  is  referred  to  the  private 
contractor  mentioned  above. 

Similar  difficulties  are  met  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  cesspool 
contents  as  are  experienced  with  pail  contents. 

Ordinary  Cesspools  Emptied 

1958  1957  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949 

471  541  594  530  501  390  347  319  270  251 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
r ocal  Government  and  authorisation  to  finalise  and  go  out  to  tender  was 
awaited  in  respect  of  the  Southery  sewerage  scheme.  Work  was  com- 
menced on  the  preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Hilgay, 
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and  preliminary  investigat  ons  :nto  the  practicability  of  a sewerage  scheme 
for  the  village  of  Welney  was  undertaken.  The  Welney  investigations 
were  carried  out  ns  a result  of  the  recurring  nuisance  from  overflowing 
cesspools  at  the  Council’s  Chestnut  Avenue  Housing  Site.  The  Council 
decided  not  to  proceed  with  a housing  site  sewerage  scheme  at  Salter’s 
Lode  owing  to  the  prior  needs  of  other  parishes,  but  minor  remedial  works 
were  agreed. 

22  sewage  plants  at  housing  sites  were  maintained  during  the  year  by 
your  Surveyor’s  staff,  no  new  plants  being  completed  or  under  con- 
struction, although  the  reconstruction  of  the  Wormegay  Housing  site  plant 
was  authorised  by  the  Council.  Due  to  the  reduced  occupation  of  the 
Stone  Cross  Estate,  only  limited  use  was  made  of  the  large  plant.  Your 
Surveyor,  Mr.  H.  Blakey,  mentions  that  owing  to  a high  sickness  rate  and 
consequential  shortage  of  labour,  plant  maintenance  was  not  of  a standard 
as  high  as  is  desirable.  The  Council  agreed  that  an  employee  be  designated 
Sewage  Works  Attendant  later  in  the  year,  and  also  that  a new  small  van 
be  provided  so  that  full  use  of  his  services  can  be  made. 

It  is  stressed  that  no  sewage  treatment  plant  has  yet  been  designed 
which  will  function  satisfactorily  without  frequent  attention! 

A Meeting  between  the  representatives  of  the  Council,  the  County 
Council  and  the  Shouldham  Parish  Council  was  held  in  December  to 
discuss  remedial  measures  for  the  watercourse  in  the  West  gate  Street  area 
of  the  village  which  was  polluted  by  sewage  and  which  overflowed  on  the 
roads  at  intervals.  It  was  agreed  that  a scheme  be  drawn  up  by  the  County 
Council  for  further  consideration. 

Piping  of  the  open  portion  of  “The  Peck’’  at  Feltwell  was  not  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  very  little  cleansing  of  dykes  containing  sewage  was 
undertaken  by  the  Council  during  the  year  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour. 
Sub-irrigation  drains  had  to  be  installed  in  connection  with  a number  of 
troublesome  cesspools  on  housing  sites. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Main  Piped  Supplies. 

The  Wisbech  and  District.  Water  Board  were  responsible  for  2 sources 
of  supply  to  the  Rural  District,  viz.,  the  northern  half  from  the  River 
Nar  and  bore  at  M trham  and  the  southern  half  from  the  bore  at  Denton 
Lodge,  Feltwell. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Board’s  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Dawson, 
A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.T.W.E  , for  the  following  information: — 

WfSRECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 
Water  Analyses,  1958.  Downham  Rural  District. 

1.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  continued  to  be  highly  satisfactory 
in  quantity. 

2.  The  chemical  analysis  has  again  remained  almost  unchanged  during 
the  year,  and  none  of  the  waters  supplied  by  the  Board  are  plumbo  solvent. 

3.  All  new  mains  were  sterilized  with  chlorine  solution  and  tested 
bacteriologically  before  being  put  to  use.  No  connections  were  permitted 
until  water  from  the  main  was  of  the  higest  standard  of  purity. 

4.  A case  of  pollution  of  the  Denton  Lodge  Well  occurred  during  the 
year.  As  soon  as  routine  bacteriological  examinations  gave  unusual  resulls 
an  investigation  was  made  which  revealed  the  cause  of  pollution.  An  old, 
disused  well,  the  property  of  another  Authority,  situated  close  to  the 
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Pumping  Station  was  found  to  have  a defective  cover.  Bacteriological 
examination  of  the  water  from  the  old  well  showed  a very  high  concentra- 
tion of  the  same  organisms  which  were  being  drawn  through  the  Pumping 
Station  Well.  The  water  in  the  old  well  was  sterilized  and  the  mouth 
sealed.  The  contamination  ceased  and  has  not  recurred. 

5.  Samples  Taken. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 


No.  of  tests 

No.  of  tests 

Total 

Chemical 

Board’s  Works 

negative 

positive 

taken 

Analyses 

Treated  Water  . 

337 

8 

345 

Raw  Water  

197 

33 

230 

Consumers’  Taps 

90 

0 

90 

Totals  624 

41 

665 

117 

Total  all  examinations  and  analyses  782 

The  differential  tests  on  the  positive  bacteriological  tests  showed  com- 
binations of  the  following  organisms : 

B.  Coli  Type  I,  B.  Aerogenes  Type  I,  Intermediate  Type  II. 

Treated  water  samples  over  the  whole  of  Downham  Rural  District  were 
98.0%  negative  on  examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coliform  group. 
This  represents  a continued  very  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON,  B.Sc.  (Dunelm). 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 

19th  January,  1959. 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 


Water  Examination  Laboratory 
ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE 
Received  1230,  15. 1.58.  Lab.  No.  E.1106 

From  Distribution  System  off  Denton  Lodge  Pumping  Station 
Labelled  Tap,  Outlet,  Hilgay  Tower 

Taken  by  W.  D.  Brighton,  B.Sc.  Witness  F.  J.  Harnwell. 

Date  and  Time  1025,  15.1.58. 

1.  Bacteriological  Examination. 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  22°C 

Colonies  on  Yeastrel 

agar  per  ml.  0 0 0 

Presumptive  coliform  count — Absent  from  100  mis. 

Confirmation — Absent  from  100  mis. 

2.  Physical  Characteristics. 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright  ph. — 7.4 

Turbidity — Nil  Odour — Normal 

Colour — Nil  Taste- — Normal 

3.  Short  Chemical  Analysis  expressed  as  parts  per  million. 

Free  Ammonia — Not  examined  Hardness  carbonate— 160 

Alkalinity — 110  Hardness  non-carbonate — 36 

Chloride — 13.5  Hardness  Total — 196 

4.  General  Remarks. 

The  above  results  indicate  a water,  pure  and  wholesome  in  character,  of 
pleasing  palatability  and  suitable  as  a public  supply  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 


WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON,  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 


WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 
Water  Examination  Laboratory 

ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE 
Received  1300,  12.5.58.  Lab.  No.  F.190 

From  Marham  Pumping  Station 
Labelled  Marham  No.  5 Borehole  Raw 

Taken  by  W.  D.  Brighton,  B.Sc.  Date  and  Time  1115,  12.5.58. 


1.  Bacteriological  Examination. 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37'  ( 3 days  at  22°C 

Colonies  on  Yeastrel  agar  per  ml. — Not  examined. 

Presumptive  coliiorm  count— Absent  from  100  mis. 

Bact.  coli  (Type  1 faecal)— Absent  from  100  mis. 


Physical  Characteristics. 

Appearance — Clear  and  Bright 
Turbidity — Nil 
Colour — Nil 


ph.— 7. 1 
Odour — Normal 

Taste — Not  tasted  (raw  water) 


3.  Chemical  Analysis  expressed  as 

Free  CO  z— 22.5 
Oxygen  dissolved — 9.27 
Oxygen  absorbed 

(4  hrs.  at  37°C) — 0.13 
Nitrogen  Ammoniacal — 0.027 
Nitrogen  Albuminoid — 0.032 
Nitrogen  Nitrate— 7.1  (30.8  as  NOa 
Nitrogen  Nitrite — Nil 
Alkalinity— 185 
Hardness  Carbonate — 185 
Hardness  Non-carbonate — 67 
Hardness  Total — 252 
Free  Chlorine — Nil 
Total  Solids  (180°C) — 354 


parts  per  million. 

Aluminium  (Al) — Nil 
Calcium  (Ca) — 99.8 
Iron  (Fe) — 0.01 
Magnesium  (Mg)— 0.9 
Manganese  (Mn)- — Nil 
Lead  (Pb)— Nil 
Sodium  (Na)  — 11.4 
Zinc  (Zn)—  Nil 
Silica  (SiOg)- — 7.0 
Sulphate  (S.O.;i )—  30.0 
Carbonate  (Co,<) — 111 
Chloride  (Cl) — 27.5 
Fluoride  (F) — Not  examined 


4.  General  Remarks. 

The  above  results  indicate  a water  pure  and  wholesome  in  character, 
moderately  hard  in  character  with  an  excess  of  carbon  dioxide.  It  is 
suitable  as  a public  supply  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON,  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOA  ED 
Water  Examination  Laboratory 
ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE 
Received  1045,  31.7.58.  Lab.  No.  I' .534 

From  Distribution  System  of  Marham  Pumping  Station 
Labelled  Tap,  Laboratory,  12,  South  Brink,  Wisbech. 

Taken  by  W.  D.  Brighton,  B.Sc.  Date  and  Time  1045,  31.7.58. 


1.  Bacteriological  Examination. 

1 day  at  37 °C  2 days  at  37 °C  3 days  at  22 °C 

Colonies  on  Yeastrel 

agar  per  ml.  1 1 2 

Presumptive  coliform  count — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli  (Type  1 faecal) — Absent  from  100  ml. 

2.  Physical  Characteristics. 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright  ph. — 7.2 

Turbidity — Nil  Odour — Normal 

Colour — Nil  Taste — Normal 


3.  Chemical  Analysis  expressed  as  parts  per  million. 

Free  COa — 18.0  Aluminium  (Al) — Nil 

Oxygen  dissolved — 7.89  (86%  Sat)  Calcium  (Ca)— 91.8 


Oxygen  absorbed 

(4  hrs.  at  37°C)— 0.21 

Nitrogen  Ammoniacal — 0.177 
Nitrogen  Albuminoid — 0.027 

Nitrogen  Nitrate — 

7.56  (32.7  as  NOa) 

Nitrogen  Nitrite — Nil 
Alkalinity — 199 
Hardness  Carbonate — 199 
Hardness  Non-carbonate — 79 
Hardness  Total — 278 
Monochloramine — 0.45 
Total  Solids  (180°C)— 387 


Iron  (Fe) — Very  slight  trace 
Magnesium  (Mg)  — 14.0 

Manganese  (Mn) — Nil 
Lead  (Pb)— Nil 

Sodium  (Na)  (Calc)  — 10.7 
Zinc  (Zn) — Nil 

Silica  (Si02) — 7.0 
Sulphate  (S.O,4) — 38.5 
Carbonate  (CO&) — 119.4 
Chloride  (Cl) — 31.3 
Fluoride  (F) — 0.05 


4.  General  Remarks. 

This  sample  was  taken  at  a time  when  for  a trial  period  ammonia  was 
being  added  to  the  supply  to  stabilize  the  chlorine  residual.  The  above 
results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  on  the  alkaline  side  of 
neutrality,  not  plumbo  solvent,  and  with  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents 
in  solution.  The  water  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  is  suitable 
as  a public  supply  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

WILLIAM  D.  BRIGHTON,  B.Sc.  (Dunelm) 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist. 
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WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 

NEW  MAINS  LAID  DURING  1958. 

Stow  Bridge  Housing  Site  2 in.  A.C.  84  yds. 

3 in.  S.I.  13  yds. 

Great  Ouse  River  Board,  road  diversion,  Stow  Bridge  3 in.  S.I.  23  yds. 
Stow  Bridge  to  Magdalen  New  Road  at  Crabbe’s 


Abbey  (Chargeable)  3 in.  A.C.  610  yds. 

Venney  Farm,  Hilgay,  1 No.  Fire  Hydrant  fixed  ...  3 in.  A.C.  10  yds. 

Herne  Drove,  Welney  2 in.  A.C.  503  yds. 


WISBECH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BOARD 


NEW  SUPPLIES— 

Barton  Bendish  

Bexwell  

Boughton  

DOWNHAM 

1 

1 

3 

R.D.C. — January  to  December  1958. 

Setchey  2 

Shouldham  2 

Snntherv  9 

Denver  

4 

Stoke  Ferry  ... 

4 

Downham  West  

1 

Stow  Bardolph 

2 

Feltwell  

5 

Stow  Bridge  . . 

1 1 

Fincham  

1 

Watlington  — 

3 

Fordham  

2 

Welney  

7 

Hilgay  

18 

Wereham  

13 

Hockwold  

3 

West  Dereham 

6 

Marham  

7 

Wiggenhall  St 

Mary  Magdalen  7 

Methwold  

12 

Wiggenhall  St. 

Mary  1 

Northwold  

5 

Wimbotsham  . . 

3 

Runcton  Holme  

1 

Wretton 

1 

Saddlebow  

1 

Total  136 

SMALL  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

7 samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  6 sources, 
only  1 was  satisfactory. 

In  one  case,  the  row  of  4 cottages  concerned  was  closed,  in  another  case 
arrangements  to  lay  on  mains  water  were  commenced,  and  the  boiling  of 
all  water  was  advised  in  the  remaining  cases. 

The  County  Council’s  policy  of  examining  water  supplies  from  wells  or 
bores  which  might  be  used  for  infant  feeding,  to  determine  their  nitrate 
content,  was  continued  during  the  year.  Of  the  four  samples  submitted, 
two  were  considered  satisfactory.  In  the  remaining  two,  satisfactory 
alternative  supplies  were  advised. 
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FACTORIES. 

At  31st  December,  there  were  in  the  District  57  factories  where 
mechanical  power  was  employed,  and  4 factories  without  mechanical 
power. 

The  Council  only  enforce  provisions  relating  to  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  in  “ mechanical”  Factories,  whilst 
H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate  enforce  other  sanitary  provisions.  Liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  Office  at  Norwich. 

3 written  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  6 cases  of  defects  were 
found  and  6 cases  were  remedied. 

As  far  as  is  known,  there  are  no  outworkers  in  this  District. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPTRTT. 

Licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  in  respect  of 
135  premises  including  five  installations  licensed  for  the  first  time. 

During  the  year  a survey  was  made  of  96  electric  pumps  at  47  different 
premises  in  accordance  with  the  Ilome  Office  Model  Code  for  the  flame- 
proofing of  electrical  equipment.  Approximately  one  third  of  the  pumps 
did  not  comply  and  discussions  were  continuing  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  the  owners  regarding  compliance. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MTCE. 

The  Council  continued  to  provide  free  treatment  or  advice  to  domestic 
premises  in  the  District,  whilst  the  charge  for  treatment  at  Business  and 
Agricultural  premises  was  increased  from  7/-  to  10/-  per  hour. 

The  Rodent  control  van,  which  was  a pre-war  vehicle,  was  replaced  by 
a new  Austin  Van  during  the  year. 

The  Rodent  Operative  made  3,097  visits  for  all  purposes  and  a total  of 
752  separate  treatments  were  carried  out  (461  treatments  in  1953,  751  in 
1954,  645  in  1955,  602  in  1956,  610  in  1957). 

The  number  of  rat  infestations  in  the  District  increased  considerably, 
mainly  as  a result  of  climatic  conditions,  and  the  Operator  was  kept  verv 
busy. 

Advance  notice  was  received  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  would  undertake  no  more  rat  destruction  contracts  after  31st 
March,  1959,  and  contracts  expiring  before  that  date  would  not  be 
renewed.  The  Council  would,  therefore,  have  to  ensure  that  the  District 
was  otherwise  adequately  covered  for  rodent  control  work.  By  the  end 
of  the  year,  it  seemed  that  a large  part  of  the  gap  would  be  filled  by  a local 
private  contractor,  but  your  Officers  continued  to  keep  the  position  under 
review. 

50%  of  the  cost  of  the  service,  after  deduction  of  income  from  treatment 
at  business  premises  was  recoverable  from  the  Ministry. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  S.  SENNITT, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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